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00d Readins, * and as godd f di geſtion. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 


ſpreading, to appoint Conferences in the ſeveral Rural 
Deane w__ throughout his Dioceſs , there the bie 7 of 


the Debates ordered by himſelf, were the Hal: 
munion, the Praying in an unknown Tongue, | and the 
Invocation of Saints aud Angels ; and among}t- many 
o:hers, he was pleaſed to lay is Commands U ” 
felf,, to take -an account ( after a Sermon preached to 
#4 Conntrey up the occaſion ) of the ſenfe of my Bre- 


thren, m that quarter where I live, who did fo Well> * 
 arquit themſelves, gave' ſuch Argnints againſt the 


thmgs debated, that there was plam demayſtration of 
Ebis Together 
With thoſe weigſty and ſolid Sermons,” $75 
cd in your oreat City about "that 0 SO 4 
Þations of t the Chiurely of; Komen {by & nt i 4 
Clergy-men', than which never b 13 "cert, 
withm thoſe Lmes, (.] will not except the 
late War, thoy Th [> much applauded” 


; £4 ſome men \ 
T- me cer A concludes thatthe old preences againſt 
the.Ehurch 
leaſt fit cor 


oland-men were laid aſide, and th 
d te al oe US was, be a were 35 
ard ſourd Proteſtants ; but contrary to my Fe 
wi:hm a Very littie while Tfound all that we'© ay or 
d>, print or *preach, fignified nothing ; far. itva great 
many Pamphlets that then(flew: abroad, we were/Called 
Papiſts in Maſquerade, :0r: "at leaſt Popiſhly aff 
Which uwhin read: fo Fenty [:þ "oy 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatoty. 


tation Jhonld) arſe;: for- T thought F 
eruptions, | if. Publ tk Declarations were 


| cane, "awe. were out. of danger : but at laſt 1 
|. .thoug Ht; mithed right ;..and found the true Spring from 
| hangover, "ſtreams did iſfue ;.T emiclided there 
| Mpany.of dangerous per ous, ſpurred on either 
Fs poverty | or: principles of malice againſt the preſent -. 
þ ' Government, wha made uſe. of thefe reflefttons at the 
fame rate,..the Papiſts do 4 the name of ELretick, to 
\ be” @ Word to. the People , + to beget in them an one 
um "againſt, the Church je Church-men , that fo 
when opportunity ſerved , they might help theſe fub- 
He: Denys get into the bigh places of the 
Earth once as, ra and to feed upon | the fat of Lands, 


their true Proprietors. And here 
5 and have had noreaſon ever ſince 
Mey at the ft time the Im- 


| 
| 
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and therefore 1 the time to © 

be ts to coy kind of dirt ad 0 
my Lord, upon this Argument Tfmag 
ge - the excellent Dean of St.\Þ 
Preface before his late incom 

fay no'more, but wiſh your) 

City, all Peace; Eſuppineſs and P 


ip a prince and 
remainder of your time ,, and the 


Proteſtant Religion amongſt you as long- 
Nands, which my Lord is,/and ſhall ever = 
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Pſalm 74. latter end of the 2oth Verſe. 


For the dark places of the Earth are full of the Ha» 
 bitations of Cruelty. | 


Rue Religion conſidered abſtraftly in it ſelf 
from the intereſts and deſigns of men, is the 
moſt harmleſs and peaceable thing in the 

| World, and enjoyns its followers nothing 

| but what tends to preſerve Amity and Love, Neigh- 
bourhood and Correſpondence, and indeed every thing 
that renders the converſation of mankind agreeable 
and pleaſant : and many of thoſe ſtirs and commoti- 
ons that have hapned in Chriſtendome, ever fince ſhe 
had any authority therein, have aroſe about Religion 
indeed, but never from her; that is, never from her 
countenance and encouragement , from her influence 
or natural tendency : And ſo long as the firſt ages of 

Chriſtianity reſagned up themſelves to her Government 
and guidance, fo long as their zeal was kindled from 
her pure and unmixed fire, and they aimed no further 

than the true underſtanding of her ſo far as to condu& 
them to Heaven, fo long men lived like that they were 
deſigned for, namely Sociable Creatures, at Unity 

among themſelves, and the World was in its Golden 
age, and war 2m got a name and vogue in moſt places, 
and by the ſweet behaviour and attable carriage of 
thoſe who were her Votaries., ſhe ſpread her Wings 
| t W- rom 
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from Eaſt to Weſt, and took a compaſs almoſt round 
about the Earth. And the reaſon ſhe hath ſucceeded 
no better in theſe latter ages of the World, has aroſe 
from thoſe” unnatural diſturbances, thoſe horrid Plots, 
thoſe wicked contrivances, thoſe bloody Maſfacres , 
that have been aCted npon the ſtage of the World, out 
of a pretence of kindneſs to Religion; and men that 
were through the influence of okg luſts, nnwilling 
to take her yoke about their necks, have been very rea- 
dy to arm themſelves with ſuch an argument ; to wit, 
that-{he hath done no. good to the ſeveral bodies and 
ranks of men, but in a great many ages been an In- 
ſtrument, or at leaſt an occaſion of the moſt villainous. 


' actions that ever were committed in the face of the Sun 
it ſelf, and have argued themſelves our of all kindneſs. 


for her, out of a pretence, that had ſhe been what ſhe 
pretended, men, who were ſo zealous for her further 


obtaining, could not be what they were, that 15, Re-. 


bels and! Traytors, perfidious and falſe, perjured and 
forſworn, andeaſily gained to any aQtion. or enterprize, 


- though never ſo abhorred- by the general ſuffrage of 


mankind, while in. any tolerable exerciſe . of their. 
reaſon, 


But yet thanks. be to God though theſe have been- 
the ſpecious Pleas of ſome men againſt the Chriſtian 


Religion, yet they could never make any impreſſion, 
or get any footing amongſt wiſe and conſidering, dif- 
paſſionate and unprejudiced men ; for they have found 
upon an impartial ſearch, that all theſe miſchiefs have 
iſſued from the luſts of men, 'either from their pride and 
ambition, or from:their covetouſneſs and fordidneſs, and 


. that when things are fairly examined, Religion is only 


made a Pack-horſe of to carry their falſe and counterteir 
wares up and down; they have found that when men al- 


ſert. 


' Ld 


before the Lord-Mayor. If 
ſert that it is lawful to murther Kinps, if they be excom- 
municated by the Pope, that his pretended Holineſs hath 
a __ in order to Spirituals,to diſpoſe of the high places 
of the earth, and no man ought to ſay to him What doft 
thou ? that there is no faith to be kept with Hereticks, 
and that Infallibility is tyed to the Romiſh Chair, and 
therefore he who ſtabs a Prince or blows up an Houſe 
by a command from thence, the ation though never 
{o diſmal is hallowed by that Authority ; I ſay wiſe men 
have found that theſe aſſertions were never by Religion 
truly conſidered, adopted into her family, but that ſhe 
renounces them all as ſpurious brood, as ſtrange fire 
that was never kindled upon her pure Altar. And 
good men who'are not devoured by Intereſt ,* nor 
taught by Pride, who are ſervants, obedient ſervants 
to naked Truth, they preſently find that all theſe Po- 
ſitions and all thoſe vile practices that proceed from 
theſe Poſitions, are hammered in the ſhop of Hell, and 
then fetched out of thoſe Regions of darkneſs, for ſays 
my Text, the dark places of the Earth are full of the Habi- 


tations of Cruelty. Which words bear this ſenſe, and I - - 
hope ?tis genuine and proper, namely, That all thoſe _ 


aftions whereby men argue themſelves ſavage and in- 
humane, whereby they undermine the Intereſt of So- 
cieties, and the peace of men united in joynt bodies, 
all thuſe horrid invaſions of one anothers Right and 
Property, and making the ſtate of Nature, a meer 
ſtate of War, where the longeſt Sword, the ftrongeſt 
Arm, the greateſt number carry all before them, that 
theſe things are done where is the leaſt knowledge , 
or where the true notices of things are intermixed 
with abundance of dark and deſtruQive principles , 
where men are bribed to adulterate Truth with their 


own fooliſh inventions ; for certainly there is no de- 
B 2 | {roving 
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Qroying in. the Holy Mountain,, when the kpagy ledge: 
of God compalles the Earth as the- Waters. cover the. 
Sea. Whenmenare oncetruly enlightned with Divine. 
knowledge, it ſoftens their Spirits, and kindles the 


 flameof Love in their Breaſts, and makes them tender 


and- compaſſionate, {o that the miſeries of others are 
burthens. to themſelves, and they remember the aMi- 
Qtions of Joſeph, with that, Sympathy; and: ſorrow that 
good men are wont to. do jn- ſuch. caſes, and if they 


. touch the skirts of their Princes - ang their, Hearts 


{mite them, or if they, do the- lealt injury to the-Fa-. 
therleſs and Widow , they ſtrike upor: their: Breaſts , 


and fay, What- have we done ?* And whilelt men of no. 


Conſcience, but of unbridled luſts, of ambition that. 
cannot be- bounded. in, run over the Countreys , de- 


moliſh. the, houſes, impriſon the-perſons of theyr neigh-. 
bours, | over whom they: have. no juſt nor legal. right :. 
then theſe men who. are commanded. by: Relig. 
on, keep within their own confines, and live within, 


thoſe. bounds that both Natural and Poſitive Laws 
have made,, and juſt do to others, as they themſelves 


would; be.dene to :: for ſtill they are he dart places of - 
the Earth that are the Habitations- of - Gruelty ,, either. 
where there is no Religion but what. is Idolatrous, or- 


elſe. where there is ſome of the true;Religion, but mixt 


with abundance of. falſe Poſitions- of ſordid and baſe. 


principles of DoQrines,. as the Apoſtle ſays, of Devils, 


tuch as. were forged in- Hell; and brought upon. earth, 


purely to abuſe the World, and ſerve the luſts.of men: 


So. that what - I, ſhall: now diſcourſe upon is this, to, 


wit, 


Do#. That: Religion» rightly. fixed and truly. under- .- 
tad, gives no. COuntenance. or encouragement to oy | 
p— . a | ON A 


s 
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 aCtion of cruelty or inhumanity.. Or thus, They are :4f 


dark places of the Earth, that is, where men are under 
great miſtakes of Religion, that: are the Habrtations of 
Craelty, And we have no better way to make this ouet- 
than by conſidering Religion (r.) In.her Articles and 
Propoſitions of Faith. 4 2. ). In her Rules and Precepts 
of Life. (3.) In the influence. that both theſe have 
upon men in their ſeveral circumſtances. and conditi 
ons: and upon 2 fair. hearing we. ſhall fd that none 
of theſe giveany encouragement to ,vile and barbarous 
ations, and that men muſt fly in the face of, or turf 
their backs upon the firſt and natural principles of Re- 
Iigion, as well as. thoſe that are ſupernatural; before 
they. can get leave of themſelves to do any attion that 
argues unnaturalneſs or Cruelty to their f.llow Cres- 
cures. , | : 

* Now asto the Articles of Faith, take them in.their- 
generally fixed and acknowledged number, anid they 
are but twelve.: and though I mult confeſs at firſt wy 
were fewef, {o far as they were terms of Chriſtian Fel- 
lowſhip-and Communion, .and.men were baptized up- 
on the ſingle acknowledgement of Jeſus Chriit ' being 
the Son of God; yet a while after it was thought con-. 
venient to enlarge the conditions of mens Fellowſhip | 
as Chriſtians, and the twelve Articles .were agreed up=. _ 


on, and hugely celebrated by the. Bleſſed . Fathers,. aw. 
the Form or Exemplax of Doftrine,. the Canon, a De-;4 ** 


ſcription of ſound Words, the. Proportiqn or, Meaſure.. 
of Faith, and- ina word. a ſhort Goſpel ; and what the 
Scripture did affirm ofthe whole Faith, that the Fathers . 
did apply to this Creed, as belieying It to. contain all 
that 15 neceſſary. And had men. kept within theſe li- 
mits, the world had been very happy. indeed, in the. 
viſits that Chriſtianity had made among them , «wh 
only 
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as to the future concern of their Souls, but as to the 


well-being of Humane Societies : for I know nothing 


. tyes and faſtens men more to principles of obedience 


and ſubjeftion than the Laws of this Religion, whoſe 
cauſe I am now engag'd in the Vindication of. And 
therefore the Papiſts, before they could involve the 
World in fuch blood and wars, in ſuch ruines and deſo- 
lations, before they could trample upon the Rights of 
Princes and the Laws of Soveraignty, they were forced 
to frame new Articles of Faith, not heard of before, 
and therefore with the greater difficulty ſwallowed 
down by thoſe who had eyes in their Heads and cou- 
rage in their Hearts, and theſe they made the Inſtru- 
ments of their Cruelty ; {o that though a man believes 
all that was neceſſary in the days of the Apoſtles, yet 
if he come nat up to a belief of all they have by their 
uſurped Authority made neceſſary too, he muſt be pro- 
ſcribed and doomed to Hell and the Devil, and be ut- 
terly uncapable not only of Heaven hereafter, but of 
any Title to any juſt poſſeſſion here on Earth , which 
is conſpicuous and apparent in the ſeveral Hiſtories of 
the laſt Centuries. Well, but our buſineſs at preſent 
is, not to be thus impoſed upon ; for thanks be to|God 
we are not under that yoke, that was making for our 
necks a while ago; and therefore we will conſider , 


whether there be any allowance from theſe twelve Ar- 
-ticlesof Faith which we call the Apoſtles Creed,. to do 


any ation that is barbarous and cruel. 

1. The Belief of God the Father Almighty, maker 
of Heaven and Earth, Is there any conſequence from 
that, that we may rob Princes of their Thrones and 
Lives together, that we may deſtroy our Fellow Crea- 
tures, beccauſe they cannot ſee with our eyes, and give 
themſelves up to a bclief of flat and down-right con- 

tradictions ? 


a Is 


before the ' Loxd-Mayor. > 

traditions? No ſuch matter, he that believes in God, 
and hath but a tolerable Idea or Notion of him, he is 
better inſtructed than ſo; he believes ina God who is 
gracious and merciful, flow to anger and abundant in 
goodneſs; he believes in a Being who made Heaven 
and Earth for the conventency and delight of man, ſo _, 
far was he from meditating their ruine and deſtruQi- 
on, and therefore upon that account he can have no 
reaſon to do any thing that is bruitiſh or unman-- 
like. ' | Oe” : 

Let us therefore conſider the next*Afrticle, and that 
is, Jefus Chrift our Lord; andpray tell me what encou-- 
ragement there is:from this Propoſition, to plot the ru- 
ine and utter defolation of Kingdomes & Families. Did 
Chriſt bring any. principles with him from Heaven, - 
whereby he countenanced Rebellion, and put the Sword 
into the Subje&s Hands, in order to wreſt the Scepter. 
of Government from thoſe, who before were intruſted : 
with it? No ſuch matter, we find his Kingdome was 
not of this World, and he commands St\, Perer to put 
up his Sword, and his whole deportment was admira- 
bly ſweet and courteous, and his ſubmiſſion to the Laws . 
of the place where he was, 1s recorded down to the 
preſent Generation as every ways praiſe-worthy, as an: 
argument of a great and excellent Spirit ::and thetefores. 
thoſe men -are.-but pretended-not real Succeſſors of hisgu+”. 
who make Laws and Edicts in his name, to diſpoſſeſs-; 
men both of their natural and civil Rights, who thun- 
der out Woes-and Curſes againſt Gods Vice-gerents . 
here on Earth, if they-do not {laviſhly ſubmit to their 
laſts and pleaſures. Our+ Saviour both knew, and 
ated better things, and if we follow: his example, and + 
are acted by his Spirit, fo T amſure- ſhall we do too, 
and eyery. one of us ſhall be found buſied in ſuch afti- 
| | OS», 
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ons," as we need"not fexr. appearing before the Sun at 
noon;.' the truemernbers of that Body whereof Chriſt 
is Head, need not- run into holes and corners, to find 
out ways for carrying on their cauſe, for *tis ſo good a 
one; they may own 1t any where, and fear no defence 

can be made againſtit, 7 
As to the next;Articles, that he was conceived by the 
Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary, I am ſure theſe 
give no courtenance to murthering of Kings; and he 
mult needs be afſabtle diſputant that can draw any Ar- 
| M55 from felr:Topicks as theſe are. And I am 
ure: for the next Articles That he ſuffered under Poz- 
rites Pilate, was Crucified, Dead, and Buried; 1 
fay, I 2m ſure that no man hath any Letter of Li- 
cence from theſe, -to lift up his hand againſt his Bet- 
ters: - for did our Saviour ſuffer withthat meckneſs and 
ſubmiſſion, with that: patience and acquielcence in the 
Divine Will, -and that upon fo unji nds, as if 
he had beenan Impoſtor and deceiver of the People ? 
nay further, did he ſuffer with ſo much condeſcenſion, 
who could by the. Word of his Mouth, or the Breath of his 
Noſtrils,havedeſtroyed ant ſcattered all thoſe whoatthat 
time were theInftruments of thatinhumanity to him : 
and muſt thoſe who pretend to be his Diſciples plot 
edneſs, and all 


rbid. Did onr Saviourſutter, and muſt we from thence 
think, we have good reaſonto make others ſuffer too ? 
Do weblame the Jews for injuſtice, and at the ſame 
time do the ſame our ſelves? God forbid, Happy, 
thrice happy is it for a-.great part-of Chriſtendome , 
that ſome that profeſs to be our Saviours Heirs on Earth 
are not veſted with his poweras wellas with a pretence 
to his Infallible Spirit; if they were, methinks I mY 
the 
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before the Lord-Mayor. 9 
the Heavens prefeatly. raining :down Fire and Brim: 
ſtone. upon all Proteſtant Countreys whatſoever, 
and Legions of Angels ſummoned to wait upon his 
High and my folineſs, and each of them with 
a Sword in his hand, cutting down thoſe Monſters 
of Infidelity, who will not believe Bread,” that hath 


all the accidents of Bread, to be God himſelf, who 


will not be'ieve a Pardon from the Pope to be as 
good as one fram God himſelf, who will not believe 
the Virgin Mary to be as proper an object of Sup- 
plication as the Eternal Son of God: | | 
* But to proceed, ' What can we gather for the 
Vindication of the Church "of Rome, tor all her 
Wicked Deſigns and Cruelties againſt fo great a 
part of mankind as the Proteſtant - Countreys are, 
from that Article, namely, The Third Day he roſe 
again? Did he riſe: on/ purpoſe to.give Commiſſion 
to St. Peter to ſettle a juriſdiction in-the Imperial 
City of Rome, whereby the Church might beeve- 
ry ways above the State, . and by virtue: of which, 
Princes were to” hold-the Stirrup ,. while. his Suc- 
ceſſors might get on Horſe-back. ? Did he-riſe again 
to make Laws, That all who had ſworn homage to 
Princes, with whom the Pope is diſpleaſed at that 
time, whether upon juſt or unjuſt grounds it is all 
one ; ( For he being Infallible, the cauſe muſt lye 
on his fide: ) I fay, that all that had ſworn homage 
to Princes with whom he is pleaſed to quarrel, are 
abſolved from thoſe Oaths purely upon the ſcore of 
the Popes diſpleaſure conceived againſt them, and 
that they muſt never obtain remithon of their ſins, 
but by fighting againſt thoſe Princes, though the 
SE = Scriptare 
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Scripture, which one would think is backt with: as 
good Authority as the Pope pretends to, atthgſame 
time ſays. that we ſhould obey thoſe that are ſet over 
us, and be- ſubject unto every higher power, and'give 
unto Ceſar the things that are Ce/ars! No,no,our Savi. 
our roſe again upon no ſuch account, the Apoſtle tells 
us another ſtory, he roſe againfor our Juſtification,he 
roſe againthat we might 1n imitation of him ſer our 
affetions upon things above, and not on things on 
earth, he roſe again,that his ReſurxeCtion might be the 
Firſt-fruits of ours, and aſcertain us that we ſhall after 
this life be poſfeſſed of another State. Tt would not 
have been worth his-while to have roſe again,*had 
he had nothing eMeto do but to ſettle a proud geno- 
Tation of men in an Infalfible Chair, whereby they 
might without controul give Laws toafl che King- 
domes upon-Earth, and make every knee bow be- 
fore them, whereby they might burthen the ſeve- 
ral ranks of men with EdiQts of no other nature, 
than what relates to their Pomp and Grandeur, to 
their wickedneſs and pleaſure. No, thanks be to 
God, our Saviour rofe with other: intents, and to 
better purpoſes. 

But let us next ſee whether this uſurpt Authori 
ty cannot be helped with the next Article , name- 
ly, -His Aſcendingup to Heaven, after, he roſe againz 
may not the Pope from thence argue, that this 
Aſcenſion of our. Saviour oughtto be an inſtigation 
to him as his Vicar-general; to get above the Au- 
thority and Command of Princes, and to fit in ſome 
Throne every ways higher than thoſe that Secular 
Princes are poſſeſſed. of ? What is Chriſt gone to 


Heaven, 


——————— A 


before the Lord-Mayor. I! 
Heaven, and mult the Pope be checked .by Sorts 
of the Earth ? And muſt crowned Headsbe lo prag- 


matical as to pretend to any thing, but what is de- 


rived from him who is next to Chriſt in title and 
degree? Nay, ſtay a little good Maſter Infallibility, 
Chriſt aſcended to Heaven that he might fir at the 
Right Hand of God, and intercede for us poor mi- 
{crable ſinners, and when hetaidl All power was gi- 
ven him both in Heaven and Earth, pray what in> 
ference does he draw, or what advice does he give 
upon it? Is ittherefore, Go you my Diſciples, and 
pull the Roman Emperours out of their Chairs, 
and trample upon them, as ſo many Lions and Ad. 
ders? Is ittherefore, Go you, and if theſe mighty 
Hufts will not be ruled by you, if they hearken not 
to thoſe Decrees and Canons, to thoſe Counlels 
that are the effects of your general Meetings, pro- 
nounce Anathema's againſt them , thunder out 
your Woes and Curſes, ſhut them out of the Gates 
of Heaven, and let them know whar it is to ſcorn 
m Y<p 0m here on earth; go and ſet up ſome 
other perſon with a conſecrated Banner, and ems 

ower him to diveſt the ſtubborn mortal of his Royal 
Scepter ? Na,no, our Saviour gave no ſuch advice,bur 
like himſelf ſays he, Go preach the Goſpel to every 
Nation, he that believes ſhall be ſaved, and he that be= 
lieves not ſhall be daraned ; and whereſoever they 
came, inſtead of proclaiming war, he bids them1ay, 
Peace be to this Houſe : So that you ſee here is little 


comfort for the Triple Crown by Chriſts aſcendin 


up to Heaven, and ſitting at the Right hand of God. 
But you will Iay;will he not at laſt come'to judge the 
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laid dowa..n, 6 Gialy Uh icducible from the- general 
rules of Holy 'Scriptuse, But here-comesin-another 
Articles and that i Forgivenels of Sins : and this 
I mult nfcfs ny. Hare wang and profitable 
mortal for we nas. can nay, they can 
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whicly will diſcover all-the chears and-juggles- of 
the Romiſh-Churchy and when the Soul once.comes 
to Glory, it "_ we _ man is. ate ogra pat. 
tering over a few prayers by or praying 
ts Saints and ls}: for bleving ati ag a as bar 
gatory , or-a ſenſ&ontradic 
on, or-for acknowledging the Pops to To = lriſt 
Vicar here: on Earth: 'No, no, -bur-we: p then 
Oo that by patient continuance in well: , by 
a nqe.> ve Hghe, :by running the aid LYS 
i before us, by vertue of our-Souls being furniſh» 
ed with inherent ho'ineſs, ir.is that men areſet up- 
on Crowns of Glory, andenjoy: an : [mmorta- 4 
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this Dodrine, and let us bleſs'God that we are 
Mane a Church, that en}, ah eve gc! tl Order and 
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from our 'Souls, for living, within. the pale of a 
I 'Chuxch that gives countenance to nothing that is. 
| fy cruel or inhumane ; if you do but believe cetweive 
| aw the Creed, if you live _— righte- 
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